
 
Amherst Youth Soccer Association (AYSA) 

Board Meeting Agenda 
Monday, May 1, 2017, 6:30pm 

Room 236 Isenberg School of Management, UMass Amherst 
 
 
 
 

 
1. Composing Committee to Discuss Premiere Option (5 Mins) 

2. Travel Tryouts (25 Mins) 

3. Splitting Travel Director duties (25 Mins) 

4. Change of REC Format (25 Mins) 

a. Attachment: New REC Format 

5. Executive Session (10 Mins) 

 
 
Attachment: 
The Recreational Soccer Format Proposal 

Amherst Soccer



C.M. Recreational Soccer Format Proposal 

Why make the move: 

1. Our numbers of rec soccer from 1st grade and up are diminishing due to the numbers growing in 

travel.  

2. Not all players rushing to travel are travel ready players.  

3. Players getting discourage at a young age usually quit the game all together. 

4. We are more likely to keep players that are slowly developing in this game for a lot longer if we 

find the best environment for them. 

5. We have noticed that players that are not travel ready and placed in travel teams do not always 

benefit from the stressful environment. Best if they slowly learn the game in a low stress 

environment, while enjoying their development. 

6. We can better assist our existing training players in a less competitive environment. Some of 

them are not contributing during travel training sessions. This can at times affect the travel 

players negatively and be discouraging to the training players. 

7. There are challenges finding players when filling multiple teams in the same age group. 

8. Not all other D2 town teams are truly lower division teams in our existing PVJSL D2. Our own 

lower division teams are getting discouraged when these other teams run the scores or are 

simply much stronger. 

9. Our enrollment numbers have increased especially with the Pk and K group. (Thanks to recent 

advertisement) 

10. No waiting list would be needed. This would allow us to provide soccer to all players wanting to 

play. 

11. A more effective development process to train our future volunteer coaches to be better future 

travel coaches. 

12. Having strong travel teams will most likely inspire our stronger players to remain in our 

program. 

13. Increasing our numbers in Rec from travel players. 

a. 10  players minimum from 2nd grade boys. 

b. 10 players minimum from 3rd grade boys. 

c. 10 players minimum from 4th grade boys. 

Plan of Action for Rec 

PK and K 

1. Keep our Rec schedule as is for PK and K in the afternoon starting at 1pm. 

2. Adding a second time slot for PK.  

3. Keep the same $ pricing for PK and K as they will only meet on Saturday afternoons. 

4. DOC and his/her staff will still run these training sessions. 

5. DOC recruiting new volunteer coaches. 

6. Skill training introduced at this age and accompanied with fun activities and concluded with 

small -sided games. 

Reorganizing grades 1
st

 grade and UP for Boys/Girls 

1. Combining grades:      1st and 2nd grade /  3rd and 4th grade /    5th to 8th grade 

2. Moving the 1st grade boys to Saturday mornings. 

 



Game only on Saturdays for 1
st

 grade and UP for Boys/Girls 

1. Saturday morning games refereed by high school students. 

2. Utilizing our volunteer coaches to manage games. 

3. Utilizing US Soccer small -sided game format for  

a. 4v4 no keeper (1st and 2nd grade). 

i. Introducing keepers, 5v5 in the last 4 weeks of spring season on larger fields. 

b. 7v7 with keepers (3rd and 4thgrade). 

c. 9 v9 with keeper s (5th -8th grade) or small sided if numbers are small. 

Saturday Morning Game Schedule 

d. 9:00-10:00 (1/ 2  grade girls) 

e. 9:00 10:15  (5/8 grade girls) 

f. 9:00 -10:15 ( 3/4 grade girls) 

 

g. 10:30-11:30 (1/ 2  grade boys) 

h. 10:30 11:45 ( 3/4 grade boys) 

i. 10:30 11: 45 (5/8 grade boys ) 

 

Additional afternoon training session on Tuesdays for our Rec program. 

1. 1st grade and up get an additional training session for an additional $. 

2. As we are not using the DOC during Saturday morning sessions anymore, his/her time can be 

allocated to this new timeslot.  No new financial cost needed for the DOC. 

3. Rec volunteer coaches would assist with the Tuesday trainings. 

4. If Plum Brook is not available, Fort River can be used. 

5. Coaches must follow the US training time length which varies by ages. 

6. Training Schedule with DOC: 

a. 5 - 5:45  (1
st

/2
nd

 grade girls -  3/4 grade boys) 

b. 5:45 - 6:30  ( 1
st 

/ 2
nd

 grade boys -  3-4 grade girls) 

c. 6:30 – 7:15  (5
th

 to 8th boys - 5
th

 to 8th girls) 

7. Rec coaches will receive direction from the DOC by receiving weekly session plans. 

8. Motivating Rec players to work hard so they can join the travel program.  

 

Plan of Action for Travel 

1. Travel soccer starts at 2nd grade for both boys and girls. 

2. Only one travel team per age group for 2nd grade and 3rd grade. 

3. A second team can be entered in travel soccer from 4th grade and up. 

4. Tryouts must also indicate who is not-travel ready. 

5. A travel team must be filled with only qualified travel players. Exception can be set if the 

first entered team needs players. 

6. DOC will communicate with travel coaches about strong Rec players deserving a chance 

to join the travel team or be a training player. 

a. These identified players can be invited to one of the travel team practice 

sessions.  This can be an additional practice for these Rec players. 

b.  If approved by travel coach, these players can now be a training player and pay 

the travel fee or different fee). 

Thank You! 
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